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Soaring Forward to Explore, Challenge & Succeed

Career and Technology Education 
Program Earns Top State Honors

 
 Governor Tom Wolf has recognized Tyrone Area 
High School and its Career and Technology Education 
(CTE) program as one of the top 12 CTE high school 
programs in the state.  
 The program received a Career and Technical 
Education Excellence Award from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education after at least 75 percent of 
TAHS CTE students scored ‘advanced’ on an end-
of-program technical assessment. Advanced level 
achievement scores reflect the student’s ability to 
comprehend technical skills and the ability required to 
successfully perform the duties of an entry level job in a 
safe and effective manner.
 Throughout Pennsylvania, CTE programs help 
students develop practical and tangible career skills that 
will prepare them for future education and work. These 
skills are fortified by strong reading, writing, numeracy, 
problem solving, and teamwork skills. At TAHS, the 
CTE program includes coursework and work experience 
related to several in-demand fields, including Accounting, 
Agriculture, Carpentry, Medical/Health Occupations, 
Manufacturing Technology, and Job Seeking or Co-op.
 “The combination of strong academic and 
technical skills can open the door to an array of 

opportunities,” said Thomas Yoder, High School 
Principal. “We are very proud that our program has been 
named one of the top programs in the state.  This honor 
reflects the hard work and commitment of our faculty 
and students, and their families who support them as they 
transition to college and career opportunities.”

Juniors Paige Hunter (l) and Olivia Barr (r) practice pressure bandage techniques 
as part of the Health Technology II course (Medical/Health Occupations program). 

Other CTE programs at TASD include Accounting, Agriculture, Carpentry, 
Manufacturing Technology, and Job-Seeking or Co-op.

Find us on Facebook & Twitter! https://www.facebook.com/TyroneASD https://twitter.com/TyroneASD

It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of sex, handicap, 
race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by 

Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI. Please direct questions about this policy to 
Ms. Cathy Harlow, Superintendent of Schools, at 814.684.0710, Extension 4123.

www.tyrone.k12.pa.us/ 



 It is hard to believe we are more than halfway through the 2017-18 school 
year.  This is the time of year to not only reflect on what we have accomplished thus 
far, but to also establish priorities for the new year ahead.  At Tyrone, we feel confident 
about the vision established for our staff and students, and believe the strength that 
comes from our home and community partnerships helps to make our goals a reality.   
As we move into 2018, our dedication to the growth and well-being of our staff, 
students, and community remains steadfast.

 In this edition of TyNotes, we take the opportunity to celebrate the 
accomplishments of our Career and Technical Education programs.  These programs 
offer our students hands-on learning experiences in a nontraditional classroom 
environment.  In addition, we are happy to share some new initiatives to improve 
the safety of our staff and students and our school environment.  We are also excited to 
welcome a new school board member, Mr. William Lash, who will be a valued addition to our governing body.  
 
 I hope you find the information contained in this edition of TyNotes interesting and informative.  If you have 
comments regarding information included in this publication or suggestions for future topics,  please contact the 
Superintendent’s Office at 814-684-0710, Extension 4123 or via email at sjwoomer@tyrone.k12.pa.us.
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New Services Strengthen Safety 
& Security Measures

  

 ‘These new services take our safety and security programs to the next level.                          
 They are helping us fulfill our commitment to create safe and secure learning
 environments for our students and staff.’          
              ---  Cathy Harlow, Superintendent

 The administration, faculty, and staff of Tyrone Area School District are committed 
to creating safe and secure learning environments for students and staff.  On that front, we are 
happy to announce the addition of two new security measures: a visitor management system 
and an anonymous Safe School Helpline.

Visitor Management System  
 We recently received a $12,621 Safe Schools Initiative Targeted grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue to 
purchase a web-based visitor management system.  The automated system will effectively and efficiently track visitors and manage 
access to our school buildings. It will replace our current paper-based visitor logs, automatically produce visitor badges, and 
electronically check all visitors against public databases.  
 Individuals entering any of our buildings during school hours will be required to scan a valid state-issued ID or enter general 
personal information.  The system will perform a background check based on the information entered and notify office personnel of any 
issues. Once entry is approved, the system will produce a visitor badge with the reason for the visit, person visiting, date, and time of 
visit.  It will also maintain a record of all visitors and their information.

Safe School Helpline – Reporting Safety Issues of Concern
 The District is also initiating a Safe School Helpline. This 24/7 communication service empowers the entire school 
community to help maintain a safe learning environment. As part of the Helpline, students, parents, and community members will be 
able to anonymously contact a toll-free hotline to report wrongdoing, bullying, threats, or other negative issues that may impact the 
school setting.  
 Individuals will be able to anonymously contact the system via phone, internet, text or mobile app. The information will be 
sent to a third party provider that sends a typed copy of the message to school personnel. A call will be placed to a school official if the 
report is of a critical nature. We will investigate the report and determine appropriate next steps. Every report is important and we will 
investigate every concern reported.

Safe School Helpline – 24/7 Mental Health Services
 The service will also provide students and parents with 24/7 access to suicide intervention and mental health counseling. 
Parents and students can call anonymously and talk to a trained mental health counselor who can assist students through a difficult issue.  
 Those who call the Safe School Helpline will have three menu choices:  First Time Caller, Follow Up Calls, or Mental Health 
Counseling.  Those who select Mental Health Counseling will be routed to a Counseling and Crisis Center.  Trained counselors will be 
available 24 hours a day, every day, to talk with those seeking assistance in coping with suicidal thoughts, depression, or feelings of 
loneliness and loss.  Again, if the call is urgent, proper action will be taken by the company to respond immediately and appropriately.

 We expect to initiate both services shortly. We will notify families via mail, our social media sites, and our Facebook page as 
soon as the services are up and running. In the meantime, we extend our thanks to parents and the community for their cooperation and 
participation in ensuring the safety of our students.

  

The new visitor management system will 
automatically produce visitor badges once a guest 
is approved to enter a TASD building, replacing 
hand-written badges like the one pictured above.
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Tyrone’s Washington School 
Lives Again in Song

By Richard Merryman, Guest Writer
 Since 1963, Attorney Ben Jones’ “Washington School 
Song” occupied a quiet corner in the attic of Luther and Roselyn 
Markle Laird’s home on Shippen Street in Tyrone.  In 1954, while 
a 6th grade student at Washington School, Roselyn had received 
a copy of the “Washington School Song.”  With an abundance of 
school spirit, Roselyn Markle carried the song to her home at 601 
Washington Avenue, where she resided with her parents—Hugh 
and Dorothy Markle, and her sister Carol.  When Roselyn Markle 
married Luther Laird in June 1963, the “Washington School Alma 
Mater” traveled just around the corner with her, to her new home 
on Shippen Street.  Not long after Roselyn’s untimely passing on 
December 29, 2017, her husband, Luther, searched their attic and 
ultimately shared the Alma Mater with the Tyrone Area School 
District family.  As an 18-year member of the Tyrone Area School 
Board, Mr. Laird’s generosity has allowed Tyrone citizens to 
appreciate THE SONG, THE SCHOOL, and THE SAFETY, 
surrounding one of Tyrone’s favorite neighborhood elementary 
schools.        
 According to Mary Ellen Rorabaugh Jones (Benjamin 
Junior’s wife), the story of the “Washington School Song” opened 
in 1939, when nine-year-old Benjamin Jones Junior walked home 
from Washington School, to his family’s home at 303 Eleventh 
Street, to lament to his father, Attorney Benjamin Jones Senior,  
that Washington School had no song—no alma mater.  Almost 
immediately, Benjamin Jones Senior set to work composing an 
alma mater, which eventually would become the “Washington 
School Song.”  Certainly, Attorney Jones proved no stranger to 
composing songs for special occasions.  In 1928, Ben Senior 
secretly had composed a love song, entitled “Kathleen or Tristful 
Eyes,” for his soon to be wife, Kathleen Stover.  With the song in 
hand, Ben drove Kathleen to a Bellefonte restaurant, sang it to his 
girlfriend, and right then and there, proposed marriage.   
 In 1939, eleven years after creating his marriage proposal 
song,  and now the father of three growing children—Ben Junior, 
David, and Betsy—Attorney Jones fashioned the “Washington 
School Song,” in response to young Ben’s alma mater request.  
Ben Junior, David, and Betsy Jones all attended Washington 
Elementary School, because the family resided nearby, in a home 
at 303 Eleventh Street.  Ben Senior also had grown up in this same 
sturdy brick home on Eleventh Street, which had been built by his 
father, Claude Jones, around 1912.  Now, Saint Matthew’s Church 
owns the home and uses it as a convent.     

 The father, Claude Jones, was the owner of The 
Tyrone Daily Herald, and had been Tyrone High’s first 
graduate in 1881.  In fact, Claude Jones was the only student 
to graduate in the Class of 1881.  There would be no more 
graduates from Tyrone High until 1886.  In 1954, as she 
prepared to graduate from Tyrone High, Kathleen (Betsy) 
Jones revised her father’s 1939 song and distributed it to the 
students of Washington School.  Among those students was 6th 
grader, Roselyn Markle.  Verse two of the “Washington School 
Song” insisted that “Lessons we are learning now, will guide 
us on our way.”  Certainly, Roselyn Markle learned priceless 
lessons at Washington School, which would guide her on her 
way into a lifetime career in childcare and preschool teaching 
at Tyrone Presbyterian Church. 
 Many years have come and gone since those long 
ago days when the footsteps of children clamored across 
the hardwood floors of Washington School.  Yet even today, 
Washington School lives again in the memories of some 
Tyrone citizens, through this song.  Each school day, when 
the 9:00 tower bell pealed for school to commence, kids 
walked from all corners of the neighborhood, through a main 
entrance, engraved with this advice from Proverbs 8:33, “Hear 
Instruction, and be Wise, and Refuse it Not.”  

 Park Avenue School, pictured above, would later be 
                renamed Washington School.
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 They remember that, in 1895, when the school first 
came into existence as Park Avenue School, it contained only 
four rooms, distributed across two floors.  About 1910, in 
response to overwhelming growth in south Tyrone, Washington 
School doubled its size to eight rooms.  In 1958, the school 
added a basement cafeteria.  Sadly, Washington School closed 
in 1971, and many of its students matriculated to Lincoln 
Elementary School.  Joyfully, some Tyrone folks now can 
appreciate that three Washington School teachers (still living) 
likewise matriculated to other Tyrone Elementary Schools—
Victoria Spaulding Aults, Elizabeth Bayer Beringer, and 
Sandra Lindsay Thomas.
 Heavy laden with the fond memories of the song, and 
the school, who could ever forget the safety which Washington 
students took for granted  on their daily journeys to and from 
school?  Safety became a motto at Washington School, thanks   
to the dedicated efforts of a little woman who served very 
professionally as the Washington School police lady—Mrs.  
Verna McMullen.  In the 1950’s and 1960’s, Tyrone’s bypass 
remained yet a distant dream.  Without the I-99 bypass, every 
car, truck, motorcycle, and bus which travelled through Tyrone 
motored along the busy thoroughfare of Washington Avenue.    
 Thus, a police officer proved a vital necessity for child 
safety.  And without a doubt, Mrs. McMullen proved herself 
more than up to that task.  Mrs. McMullen lived at 214 Tenth 
Street—next to the childhood home of Tyrone School District 
Police Officer Robert (Bub) Dick.  Officer Dick’s mother, 

Mrs. Pamela Dick, recalled with affection her days as a neighbor 
to Verna McMullen, “Mrs.  McMullen looked and acted the part 
of a professional police lady.  When she solemnly marched out 
Washington Avenue to Eighth Street, decked in a black uniform, 
black hat, black shoes, and white gloves, citizens knew this woman 
was in the business of keeping Washington Avenue safe for school 
children.  When she pulled speeding drivers over to scold them for 
endangering children, the drivers most often would respond with 
only a gentle “yes ma’am!”  
 Not surprisingly, as Washington School lingers still in the 
memories of some Tyrone graduates, they recognize that the song, 
the school, and the safety, which animated that place, came from 
a kinder, gentler time.  Believe it or not, it was a time when most 
households included two parents, when most mothers did not work 
outside the home, when most children walked home for lunch, and 
when most families gathered round the table at evening for home 
cooking and conversation.     
 Sadly, in these hectic days, Washington School only 
can live in dreams and in memories.  Fortunately, in his beloved 
poem entitled, “In School Days,” the American Quaker Poet—
John Greenleaf Whittier—captured the essence of schools like 
Washington, where at the end of the day, a young girl leisurely 
walked home with a boy.  She apologized for having beaten him 
out in a school spelling bee.  As the poem closes, the young girl 
spoke a life lesson, learned in places like Washington School, “I’m 
sorry that I spelt the word / I hate to go above you / Because—her 
brown eyes lower fell / Because, you see, I love you!”     

Copies of the ‘Washington School Song’ sheet music, pictured above, are available from 
the Tyrone Area Historical Society Museum/Office or by contacting the 

Tyrone Area School District Superintendent’s Office at 814-684-0710, Ext. 4123.



William Lash Appointed to School Board
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  We are pleased to welcome William Lash to the TASD 
School Board.  At the October 9, 2017, meeting of the Board, 
Mr. Lash was appointed to fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Luther Laird.  
 We are excited to have Mr. Lash join our team and 
provide support to the Tyrone Area School District.  Mr. Lash is 
employed as the Education Project Manager for the Penn State 
Facilities Engineering Institute.  He previously served 20 years 
in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  

Members of the TASD School Board include Randy Miles; Cathy Harlow, 
Superintendent of Schools; Mollie Bakhsheshe; Rose Black (seated, l-r); William 

Lash; Brian Bressler, School Board Vice President; James Crawford, School Board 
President; David Fusco; William Hartsock (standing, l-r); and Hannah Gampe, 
TAHS Junior Student Representative and Grayson Putt, TAHS Senior Student 

Representative (inset photos). School Board member James Raabe is not pictured.

TYRONE AREA SCHOOL BOARD COMMITTEES - 2018

Committee Chairperson
Educational Programs and Materials

Physical Plant and Operations
Human Resources

Financial Operations
Public and Student Relations
Board Regulatory Activities

Student Activities and Services

Employee Relations

James Raabe

William Lash
William Hartsock

Randy Miles
Mollie Bakhsheshe

David Fusco
Brian Bressler

Rose Black

Who’s New at TASD
Amanda Barto – Paraprofessional, TAES
Ms.  Barto is working in our Kindergarten and first grade classrooms to assist teachers 
throughout the school day.  She brings extensive experience to the position, including many 
years working with children in pre-kindergarten settings, day care sites, youth summer 
camps and faith-based children’s programs. She looks forward to getting to know the 
children and encouraging them to learn and grow.

Jane Bugden – Long-Term Substitute Math Teacher, TAHS
Ms. Bugden returns to Pennsylvania after spending several years in Florida, where she 
taught math at the middle and high school levels.  She graduated from Shippensburg 
University with a B.S. in Mathematics and earned her M.S. Ed. from the University of 
Central Florida. She enjoys the opportunity to get to know her students and colleagues 
a little bit better every day.

Jarred Kane – Head Jr. High Wrestling Coach
Mr. Kane brings five years of high school and middle school coaching experience to Tyrone. 
In addition to helping the student-athletes improve their wrestling skills, he is working 
with them to set goals, strengthen teamwork skills, and learn the importance of accepting 
responsibility. He earned his B.A. at Elizabethtown College and his teaching certificate in 
Social Studies at Millersville University.
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Chelsea Kleinfelter – Special Education Teacher, TAES
Ms. Kleinfelter brings nearly a decade of experience to her position, including teaching 
positions at Altoona Area School District, Glendale Elementary, Central Dauphin School 
District and Huntingdon Area School District.  She is excited to be a part of TASD and looks 
forward to doing her best to inspire and motivate her students as they work toward their 
goals. She earned her Elementary and Special Education Degree from Lock Haven University.

Christopher Woomer – Assistant Jr. High Boys Basketball Coach
Mr. Woomer, a TAHS graduate, returns to Tyrone to coach the boys junior high basketball team. He has 
coached players at the elementary level and looks forward to helping the junior high players strengthen their 
basketball skills.  Mr. Woomer earned an Associate’s Degree from Pennsylvania College of Technology.

Faculty, Staff Receive 
Employee Recognition Honors

 We are happy to announce the first Employee Recognition recipients of the 2017-18 school year. These 
individuals were nominated by co-workers for their dedication and commitment to the TASD community. A 
committee of professional and support staff members and the superintendent reviews nominations and selects 
recipients three times a year. Fall honorees included:
 
•  Mike Funicelli, High School Science Teacher
•  Mike Kraft, Sixth Grade Teacher
•  Barry Herr, High School Paraprofessional

Congratulations!

•  Lillian Miller, Preschool Teacher
•  Paul Gurekovich, Elementary School Custodian
•  Barry Shaffer, Middle School Custodian

Fall honorees included Mike Funicelli, Mike Kraft, Barry Herr, 
Lillian Miller, Paul Gurekovich and Barry Shaffer (l-r). 

Many Thanks to Retiree!
 The TASD community extends its many thanks to Brenda 
Patton, Speech-Language Pathologist, who recently retired from 
TASD after 26 years of services. 

Congratulations and all the best for an enjoyable retirement!
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School Meal Program: Important Changes
By John Clark, Business Administrator
 Every day, students across TASD enjoy a wide range of options for break-
fast, lunch or both meals through our meal program.  Payments received from 
parents or guardians, along with state and federal subsidies, cover the cost of oper-
ating the program.  
 As you may know, the Pennsylvania Legislature recently passed Act 55 of 
2017 which, in part, prohibits schools from denying meals to any student, 
including those who may not have funds in his or her meal account.  Based on this 
change, schools may only withhold meals from a student if they receive written 
direction from a parent or guardian.
 The legislation also requires that communication about a student’s school 
meal debt must be directed to the parent or guardian, not the student, after the  
student charges for five or more meals.  The school must make at least two 
attempts to reach the parent or guardian.  Since we no longer mention low balances 
to students, parents or guardians may hear from us more often about meal debt, 
including payment options for any outstanding balances. 

 Many parents have contacted us about these changes. Here are a few 
common questions that have come into the District office:

1. Does this apply to ala carte meals?
No. All purchases of ala carte items must be paid for at the time of service through 
money pre-deposited in student accounts or cash. In many situations, individual 
ala carte foods are also available and priced more economically as part of a meal 
through the school food program.  Therefore students, including those with 
insufficient funds, will have access to ala carte items available through the regular 
meal program.

2. Can negative balances carry over into the following school year?
Yes. Delinquent debt can carry over if it is being actively pursued using the 
collection procedures identified in our Local Meal Charge Policy.  As responsible 
fiscal stewards, we do all we can to pursue debt owed to the cafeteria.

3. Parents or guardians are notified when the student has charged five 
meals. Does this mean five meals in total  (breakfast and lunch 
combined) or five charges for each individual meal service (breakfast 
and lunch)?
Parents/guardians must be notified when there is a total of five meal charges   
(combined between breakfast and lunch). 

 Our cafeteria staff works hard to provide a great selection of meals and      
ala carte items to our students every day.  Their efforts show  - our program has 
a very high level of participation.  Yet a quality food service program depends on 
the responsible actions of everyone to keep costs down, including the cost of debt.  
Working together, we can ensure that no child in our District goes hungry.

Thank you for your continued support.

Help is 
Available

         If you find it hard to 
keep up with school meal 
costs, please let us know. 
We can help.
        Your family may be 
eligible for free or reduced 
meals. To learn more, please 
contact Carol Blaska at 
684-0710, Ext. 4138 or 
cjblaska@tyrone.k12.pa.us. 
        If you are behind on 
cafeteria obligations, please 
contact Andrew Smith,  
Food Service Director, at: 
amsmith@tyrone.k12.pa.us.
or contact the cafeteria at
684-0710, Ext 3727.

Approximately 1,200 TASD students participate in 
the  District’s lunch program every day, including this 

group of TAHS students.

Photo Credit: Eagle Eye News/Sara Shock



Reduced Test Time:
What It Means for Our Students
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Help is 
Available

By Leslie Estep, Director of Curriculum & Instruction PreK-12
 Recently, much media attention has been paid to the new federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and 
the call for reduced testing time for students on standardized assessments. The new ESSA reflects bipartisan support 
for reduced testing time and an expectation for states to develop procedures to comply.  So what does this mean for 
Pennsylvania and the students of the Tyrone Area School District?
 Under federal law, students are still required to show proficiency in reading and math in grades 3-8 and in 
high school, as well as in science in grades 4, 8, and high school.  Therefore, students in Pennsylvania will still be 
required to take the PSSA and Keystone Exams in those respective grade levels and subjects.  However, the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education has taken steps to reduce the amount of time that students spend actually 
taking these assessments by approximately 20 percent.  To achieve this, both the reading and math PSSA tests (for 
grades 3-8) have been reduced by one section each for the spring of 2018, translating to about 45 minutes of saved 
time. In addition, questions have been eliminated from the science exam for grades 4 and 8, resulting in a decrease of 
approximately 25 minutes.
 The change in the Pennsylvania assessment cycle is also an attempt to allow additional instructional time in 
the school year prior to the administration of the tests. Currently, PSSA tests are usually administered between the 
end of March and the middle of April. Beginning in 2019, the assessment schedule will be moved to later in April and 
early May, allowing for more instructional time during the school year.
 Most school entities feel that these changes signify a positive move and will hopefully benefit students.  
More information about Pennsylvania’s ESSA plan can be found at http://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/ESSA.  

The start of the spring sports season is just 
around the corner.  Please visit the TASD 
website at www.tyrone.k12.pa.us and click on 
the “Athletics” tab for softball, baseball, tennis, 
and track & field schedules.



Kindergarten Registration 
Set for April 4
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By Amanda Kurtz, Assistant Elementary School Principal
 The Tyrone Area School District looks forward to 
welcoming parents of children who will attend Kindergarten 
during the 2018-2019 school year. Between now and the first 
day of school, there will be many opportunities for the children 
to become familiar with our teachers, staff, kindergarten program, 
and the elementary school.

 With this in mind, parents and guardians of incoming 
Kindergarten students who are not enrolled in our PreK4 program 
should plan to register their child. Kindergarten registration for 
the 2018-19 school year will be held:

 • Date:  Tuesday, April 4, 2018
 • Time: 8:30 am – Noon and 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
 • Place: Tyrone Area Elementary School

 During registration, you and your child will be able to tour 
the school and meet a Kindergarten teacher.  Please be sure to bring:

 • Your child’s birth certificate
 • Immunization records
 • A copy of your child’s most recent physical exam

 To be eligible for Kindergarten, children must be five years old before September 1, 2018.  Registration forms 
will be available in the Tyrone Area Elementary School Main Office after March 15th.  For more information, please 
contact Amanda Kurtz, Elementary Assistant Principal, at 684-1342 Ext. 2701.    

Be a Part of the Color Blast Fun Run!
 The Third Annual TASD Color Blast Fun Run and Walk will be held on 
Saturday, April 28, 2018, on the TASD campus—rain or shine! Proceeds benefit 
TASD’s Positive Behavior Support programs.

 Registration begins at 10:00 am and the race kicks off at 11:00 am. 
Visit www.tyrone.k12.pa.us or our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/TyroneASD  for up-to-date information.

 Individuals or businesses that would like to become a Color Blast sponsor, 
volunteer for the event, or donate supplies for the day are invited to contact 
Kourtney Klock at 684-0710, Ext. 4136, or klklock@tyrone.k12.pa.us.

“Into the Woods” Comes to TAHS



By Laura Harris, TAHS Music Teacher & 
      Drama Club Director/Coach
 The cast is set and the excitement is building as 
members of the TAHS Choral Department and Drama 
Club prepare for opening night of this year’s spring 
musical, “Into The Woods.”
 A talented company of 29 performers from grades 
9 - 12 make up this year’s cast.  The cast and crew 
have been working hard since December to bring the 
production to life.  The Stephen Sondheim musical offers 
a modern twist on beloved Brothers Grimm fairy tales 
and intertwines the classic tales of Cinderella, Little Red 
Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk, and Rapunzel. 
 Tickets are $8.00 for reserved seating and $6.00 
for general admission, and are available for purchase at the 
High School Main Office. We look forward to seeing you!

“Into the Woods” Comes to TAHS
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Friday, April 13th and Saturday, April 14th at 7:00 pm
Tyrone Area High School Auditorium
$8.00 for reserved seating, $6.00 for general admission
Tickets are available for purchase at the 
High School Main Office

Calling All Young Entrepreneurs!
By Leslie Estep, Director of Curriculum & Instruction PreK-12

 Do you know any students, ages 11-18, who would like to start and 
run their own business?  Then consider exploring the Young Entrepreneurs 
Academy!  
 The Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) is a dynamic and inter-
active class that teaches students how to launch and run their own business 
or social movement.  Students are empowered to come up with a Big Idea 
and then work with instructors who help them discover their strengths, their 
interests and passions, and how those things can intersect to create business 
opportunities. Students then create a real business plan, pitch their plan to a 
panel of actual investors, obtain real funding, and have the chance to launch 
their own, REAL, company.

 The class also provides students with introductions to local entrepreneurs and business leaders; exciting field 
trips to businesses; and meetings with attorneys, accountants, marketing professionals, graphic designers, manufactur-
ers, internet specialists, and others to help them tap the resources they need to start their own businesses.
 The Blair County Chamber of Commerce is an official sponsor of YEA! at the local level. As part of the 
program, middle and high school students from Blair County school districts meet weekly for 25 weeks.  Through a 
partnership with the Blair County school districts, transportation is provided for these students to attend the classes 
offered at Penn State Altoona’s Sheetz Entrepreneurial Center in downtown Altoona.
 During the inaugural year of YEA! in Blair County (2016-17), TASD was represented by Lindsay Fusco, 
Mia Kosoglow, and Angelina Rhoades.  These outstanding young women had an unforgettable experience and are 
now CEOs of their own companies.
 To learn more about YEA! in Blair County, search YEA Blair County on Facebook or visit
http://www.blairchamber.com/young-entrepreneurs-academy.html. Registration for the 2018-19 class opens in April.
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Tyrone Area School District Telephone Directory

Administrative Offices   Phone:  (814) 684-0710
701 Clay Avenue, Tyrone, PA  16686 Fax:       (814) 684-8408
 Superintendent of Schools  Ext. 4123
 Business Administrator  Ext. 4144
 Director of Curriculum & Instruction Ext. 4137
 School Psychologist   Ext. 4136
 Physical Plant Supervisor  Ext. 4120
 Registrar    Ext. 4138
 Tax Office    Ext. 4128
 Transportation Office   Ext. 2702
 Special Education Office  Ext. 4120
 Food Service Manager   Ext. 3727 

Tyrone Area Elementary School  Phone:   (814) 684-1342
601 Clay Avenue, Tyrone, PA  16686 Fax:       (814) 684-2149
 Principal    Ext. 2701/2702
 Assistant Principal   Ext. 2701/2702
 Dean of Students   Ext. 2701/2702
 Guidance Counselors   Ext. 2716/2717                                                             
 Nurse    Ext. 2708
 Daycare Office   Ext. 2704 

Tyrone Area Middle School  Phone:  (814) 684-4240
1001 Clay Avenue, Tyrone, PA  16686 Fax:       (814) 682-1013
 Principal    Ext. 3712
 Dean of Students/Attendance  Ext. 3712
 Guidance Counselors   Ext. 5226
 Nurse    Ext. 3710 

Tyrone Area High School   Phone:  (814) 684-4240
1001 Clay Avenue, Tyrone, PA  16686 Fax:       (814) 684-4245
 Principal    Ext. 3701
 Dean of Students/Attendance/ 
  Athletic Director    Ext. 3708
 Guidance Counselors   Ext. 3704
 Nurse    Ext. 3710

Calendar Highlights
 
March/April
3/29 - 4/2     Easter Break
4/3        Classes Resume
4/9 - 4/13     PSSA - English, Grades 3-8
4/13 - 4/14   Spring Musical - Into the Woods
4/16 - 4/20   PSSA - Math, Grades 3-8
4/19              Band Concert, Grades 7 - 12
4/23 - 4/27   PSSA - Science, Grades 4 & 8

May
5/1-5/4       PSSA Make-Up Tests
5/14-5/25   Spring Keystone Exams
5/28      Memorial Day - No School
5/31      Last day of classes
5/31      Elementary Report Cards distributed
5/31      Commencement
6/7       Middle/High School Report Cards distributed

TyNotes is printed by students enrolled in the Greater Altoona Career and Technology Center’s Digital Printing Technologies Program.




